
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Before and After Big Numbers  
 

What you need: 
You can help your child to say a number 1, 10, 100, 1000 before and after a given number in the 
range 0 – 1 000 000. 
 
What you need: 
Calculator 
 
What to do: 
Instruction: Give your child a number to enter on the calculator. For example:  725 346.  Check that 
it has been entered correctly.   
 
Hundred thousands Ten thousands Thousands Hundreds Tens Ones

7 2 5 3 4 6 

 
Question: What digit will we need to change to find the number 100 after 735 346? 
Answer: The 3 because it is in the hundreds column  
Instruction: Add 100 on the calculator. Press + 100 =  
Question: What is the number 100 after 725 346?  
Instruction: Read the answer from the calculator.  Answer = 725 446 

Question: What digit will we need to change to find the number 10 000 after 725 346?  
Answer: The 2 because it is in the ten thousands column  
Instruction: Add 10 000 on the calculator. Press + 10 000 =  
Question: What is the number 10 000 after 725 346?  
Instruction: Read the answer from the calculator.  Answer = 735 346   

Question: What digit will we need to change to find the number 1000 before 725 346?  
Answer: The 5 because it is in the thousands column  
Instruction: Subtract 1000 on the calculator. Press ‐ 1000 =   
Question: What is the number 1000 before 725 346?  
Instruction: Read the answer from the calculator.  Answer = 734 346 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Focus on one column each time you do this activity. E.g. Hundreds, ten thousands or tens etc.  Keep 
each session to about twenty minutes.  
 
What to expect your child to do: 

• To read the numbers correctly.  

• To recognise the place value of numbers in the columns, e.g. the 2 is in the ten thousands 
column. 

 
Variation: 
Help your child read big numbers by asking them to enter a number on the calculator and read it to 
you.  Then ask them to add or subtract a number and read you the new number.   
Practice entering and reading numbers in your home languages(s).  


