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You need  access to the Internet        a computer spreadsheet/graphing program        a classmate

CensusAtSchool

Activity 
Atele, Dharma, and Marika are filling in their 
CensusAtSchool questionnaires.  
They notice that a number of the survey 
questions relate to technology and the media.

19. Where does the money come  
 from for your cellphone bill?

	 ❍ my parents or caregivers

	 ❍ my pocket money

	 ❍ my part-time job

	 ❍ other.

I can guess which TV programme 
is most popular.

1. With a classmate, visit www.censusatschool.org.nz 
a. Find the most recent census survey questions and discuss the questions that relate 

to media.
b. Use the random sampler (under “data”) to obtain the responses of 100 students in 

your year level as a computer spreadsheet.  
 Keep the demographic data, such as age, gender, year, and location, and the survey 

questions that relate to media.  Delete the data for all the other survey questions.

My brother’s got a games console.

I pay my cellphone bill 
out of my pocket money.

Demographic data is basic statistical information about the individuals being investigated.
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Focus Asking investigative questions of an existing database

How do boys and 
girls differ in their 
use of media?

2. Write down 5–8 investigative questions that could be explored with the help of the 
data.  Here are some ideas to get you started:

3. Working with your classmate, choose at least one of your investigative questions  
to explore further.

 i. Plan how you will try and answer your question using the data obtained in   
 question 1.

 ii. Sort and analyse the data with the help of suitable graphs.
 iii. What conclusions can you reach?
 iv. Present your findings to another group or the class and ask them for feedback.
 v. Discuss other questions that may have arisen from your investigation.

What is the distribution 
of cellphones across the 
different regions?

How common is it for 
boys to have a TV in 
their bedroom?

What websites do girls 
our age typically like?

 Sample size:  100   (maximum of 255)

 Gender: ❍  Mixed

	 	 ❍		Boys / Tane

	 	 ❍		Girls / Ko-tiro

 Region / Rohe:  New Zealand / Aotearoa

 Year Level / Tau Kura:  Year 6 / Tau 6

 Variables:  All Questions / Nga- Pa-tai Katoa

   Get sample data / Tikina

Demographic data is basic statistical information about the individuals being investigated.
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